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accordance with his obligations. This course, as
the writers well knew, would soon bring* Henry
VII. himself to propose the marriage for which
Ferdinand was so anxious. Henry professed him-
self very ready to make the settlement of the
English income as requested, but in such case, he
claimed that the whole of the Spanish dowry in
gold must be paid to him. Ferdinand could not
see it in this light at all, and insisted that the death
of Arthur had dissolved the marriage. This fencing
went on for some time, neither party wishing to be
the first to propose the indecorous marriage with
Henry that both desired.1 It is evident that Puebla
and the chaplain Alexander opposed the match
secretly, and endeavoured to thwart it, either from
an idea of its illegality or, more probably, with a
view of afterwards bringing it about themselves.
In the midst of this intrigue the King of France
suddenly attacked Ferdinand both in Italy and on
the Catalonian frontier, and made approaches to
Henry for the marriage of his son with a French
princess. This hurried the pace in Spain, and
Queen Isabel ordered Estrada to carry through
the betrothal of Katharine and her brother-in-
law without loss of time, "for any delay would
be dangerous/5 So anxious were the Spanish
sovereigns that nothing should stand in the way,
that they were willing to let the old arrangement
about the dowry stand, Henry retaining the 100,000
crowns already paid, and receiving, when the
marriage was consummated, the remaining 100,000 ;
on condition that in the meanwhile Katharine was
properly maintained in England. Even the in-
1 Spanish Calendar, vol. i, 271.